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Happy Advent to all!  

Hope everyone had a blessed Thanksgiving.  Let us try to keep an attitude of gratitude as we prepare our hearts and homes for Christmas.

We will meet December 6, 2015 for our Christmas meeting.

St. Martins is not available to us due to the Christmas concert.

We will meet at St. Bartholomew in Barts hall.
St. Bartholomew is at 2042 Buechel Bank Rd.    

  From the Watterson expressway take Bardstown Rd. going away from town.  Follow Bardstown Rd. past Hikes Ln., it becomes the Buechel Bypass.  

Turn Right onto Buechel Bank Rd. (across from the Shriner statue).

St. Bartholomew is about 1/2 mile down on the Left.  

Call if you have any problems.  My number is 502-644-4991.

There will be formation with Linda Smith at 1:30.  

Mass will be with Fr. Lenz at 2:30, followed by our Christmas party.

Please bring a dish to share.  If your last name starts with A - M bring a side dish.  If it starts with N - Z bring a dessert.

Bring a $5.00 to $10.00 gift to participate in the gift exchange. 

We will also be collecting hats, gloves and scarves for the Franciscan Kitchen. 

And sign cards for our homebound members.

Bud Bunch is picking up Fr. Lenz this month.
Admon. # 19   We are as humble as God sees us - "in the sight of God"

                         On the Humble servant of God

Blessed is the servant who does not consider himself better, when he is complimented and praised by people, than as when he is considered vile, simple and despised, because as much as a man is before God, that he is and no more.  

Woe to that religious who has been placed by others on a pedestal and who does not wish to come down voluntarily.  But blessed is that servant, who is not promoted through his own choosing and always wants to be under the feet of the others.

Q1.   If you want to "rate" yourself, why not profitably use Francis' great examination of conscience statement:  "What a man is before God, that he is and no more."?

Our Franciscan prayers
between the hours of 12-1pm, we say 5 Hail Mary’s, this hour joins us spiritually in prayer as a fraternity so that each Hail Mary which is dedicated to each of the Commissions, Family, Formation, Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation, along with our prayers for Vocations is said in unison. Please pray to our saints for their intercession for our sick, homebound and deceased members and for our fraternity. 

Please continue praying for Judy Bradford and her family and that Elderserve has managed to help end their conflict.
Especially pray for the recently deceased souls.  Grant unto them eternal rest O Lord.
Franciscan Saints for December 
December – Month of the Incarnation

1. Bl Marie-Angele Astorch, Virgin, Capuchin religious, d. 1665
2. Bl. Raphael Chylinski, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1741
3. St. Francis Xavier, Priest, had been a tertiary before founding or joining another religious Institute, Martyr, 1623
4. Bl. Francois Galves, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, Martyr 1623 
5. Bl. Peter of Siena, Confessor, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1289 
6. Bl. Elisabeth la Bonne, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1420
7. Bl. Louis Beltrame Quattrocchi, Confessor, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1951
8. Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Patroness of the Seraphic Order, Holy Day of Obligation, Plenary Indulgence for tertiaries and cordbearers
9. Bl. Delphine de Glandeves, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1360 
10. Bl. Conrad of Offida, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1306 
11. Bl. Hugolinus Magalotti, Confessor, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1373 
12. Discovery of the tomb of St. Francis 1820
13. Bl. Pius Bartosik, Priest, Conventual religious, Martyr 1941
14. Bl. Barthole Buonpedini, Priest, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1300
15. Mary Queen of the Seraphic Order
16. Bl. Honorat de Biala, Priest, Capuchin religious, d. 1916
17. Bl. Francois Bell, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, Martyr 1643 
18. Bl. Mary Francis Schervier, Virgin, religious of the Third-Order Regular [living in community, under a Rule], d. 1876 
19. Bl. Jean Discalceat, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1349
20. Bl. Antoine Galvao, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1822
21. St. Raphael Kalinowski, Priest, had been a tertiary before founding or joining another religious Institute, d. 1907 
22. St. Francis Xavier Cabrini, Virgin, had been a tertiary before founding or joining another religious Institute, d. 1917 
23. Bl. Nicolas Factor, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1583 
24. Bl. Bentivolio of Bonio, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1231 
25. Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Holy Day of Obligation
26. St. Albert Chmielowski, Confessor, religious of the Third-Order Regular [living in community, under a Rule], d. 1916 
27. Bl. Matthia Nazzarei, Virgin, the Franciscan 2nd-Order; a "Poor Clare" sister, d. 1320 
28. Feast of the Holy Innocents 
29. Bl Gerard Cagnoli, lay brother, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1342 
30. Bl. Margaret Colonna, Virgin, the Franciscan 2nd-Order; a "Poor Clare" sister, d. 1280 
31. St. Gaspard Buffalo, Priest, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1836; Plenary Indulgence (Chant the Te Deum in public)

Christmas Meditation from:  MY Complete Rosary Book
The Birth of Jesus
After nine months of waiting and three days of journeying, Joseph and Mary finally found shelter in a little cave carved out of the Bethlehem hills.  On this holy night the Son of God 
came quietly into the world to reclaim it for his Father.  He came as a child so no one would refuse him.  He came in poverty so no one would feel inferior.  He came defenseless so 
no one would feel threatened.
That night in Bethlehem, Mary and Joseph needed help.  How do I respond when someone asks me for help?  Am I willing to "go the extra mile?"  Mary and Joseph allowed Jesus to come to us. 
God now awaits our "Yes" to allow Him to come to others.  May we share His child-like love, His gracious joy, and His gentle care with all we meet, remembering that were Christ to be born
in a thousand stables, it would be of no avail, if He were not born in our heart.
May you have a blessed Advent and a Christmas filled with the peace, joy and love of our Lord, Jesus Christ
Peace and Blessings,

Debbie
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