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October 1, 2017
This month’s topic is “Who are you as a Franciscan? And how do you help your community?” 
There will be 1:30 Formation with Linda Smith in the church vestibule,

 then 2:30 Mass with Fr. Lenz in the chapel behind the main altar, followed by fellowship in the vestibule unfortunately our video from Fr. Lentz will ha wait till next month as there are many other activities going on at the same time as our meeting and even after our meeting , please bring a finger food to share.

Our Franciscan prayers
between the hours of 12-1pm, we say 5 Hail Mary’s, this hour joins us spiritually in prayer as a fraternity so that each Hail Mary which is dedicated to each of the Commissions, Family, Formation, Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation, along with our prayers for Vocations is said in unison. Please pray to our saints for their intercession for our sick, homebound and deceased members and for our fraternity. 

    Please pray for continued healing Julie Detherage, daughter of Jan and Larry and their family, as well as for Chick Lanham, Chuck Stevens, Judy Bradford, and Mark Wilson Debbie’s Son who is taking his life back one day at a time, as well as all our members who suffer from illness, loneliness, loss of independence and other challenges, and homebound members, as well as all our deceased members.   Especially for all the recently deceased souls.  Grant unto them eternal rest O Lord
October Franciscan Calendar


October – Month of the Holy Rosary and the Holy Angels

1. Bl. Nicolas of Forca, Priest, religious of the Third-Order Regular [living in community, under a Rule], d. 1449 
2. Bl. Antoine Chevrier, Priest, religious of the Third-Order Regular [living in community, under a Rule], d. 1879
3. St. Therese of the Infant Jesus, Patron of France; St. Marie-Joseph Tossello, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1880 
4. Solemnity of our Seraphic Father St. Francis, d. 1226, Plenary Indulgence for tertiaries and cordbearers 
5. Commemoration of the establishment of the 3 Orders/ Blessed Felicia Meda, Order of Poor Clares, d. 1444 
6. St. Mary Frances of the Five Wounds, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular 
7. Feast of the Holy Rosary 
8. St. Bridget of Sweden, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1373 
9. Bl. Marie-Angele Truszkowska, Virgin, religious of the Third-Order Regular [living in community, under a Rule], d. 1899
10. St. Francois Borgia, Priest, had been a tertiary before founding or joining another religious Institute, d. 1572; and St. Daniel and Companions, Religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, Martyrs, d. 1227 
11. Feast of the Divine Maternity of Our Lady 
12. St. Seraphin of Montegranaro, lay brother, Capuchin religious, d. 1604 
13. Bl. Pacifique de Valence, lay brother, Capuchin religious, martyr 1936 
14. St John of Dukla, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, martyr 1936 
15. Bl. Sebastien de Jesus, lay brother, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1734
16. Bl. Anicet de Dbrzno, Priest, Capuchin religious, martyr, 1941 
17. Bl. Balthassar of Chiavari, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1490 
18. Bl. James of Strepar, Bishop, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1409 
19. St. Peter of Alcantara, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1512 
20. Bl. Contardo Ferrini, Confessor, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1902 
21. Bl. Martyrs of Polonais, d. 1941-42 
22. Bl. John Baptist Bullaker, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, martyr 1642 
23. St. Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop, had been a tertiary before founding or joining another religious Institute, d. 1870 
24. Bl. Josephine Leroux, Virgin, the Franciscan 2nd-Order; a "Poor Clare" sister, martyr 1794 
25. Bl. Maria Veronica Masia Ferragut, Bl. Maria Felicidad Masia Ferragut, and Bl. Jesus Masia Ferragut, Virgins, Capuchin religious, Martyrs 1936
26. Bl. Martyrs of the War of Spain, 1936-37 
27. Bl. Bonaventure of Potenza, Priest, Conventual religious, d. 1711 
28. Bl. Anne-Eugenie Picco, Virgin, had been a tertiary before founding or joining another religious Institute, d. 1921 
29. Bl. Thomas of Florence, lay brother, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1447 
30. Bl. Angelo of Acre, Priest, Capuchin religious, d. 1739 
31. Bl. Christophe de Cahors, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1272

Saint Mary Frances

Saint Mary Frances of the Five Wounds:  Feast Day – October 6
Saint Anna Maria Rosa, as Saint Mary Frances was christened, was born in Naples in 1715 of a family that belonged to the middle class of society. Her mother, a devout and gentle woman, who had much to contend with from her hot-tempered husband, was quite worried before the birth of this child. But St John Joseph of the Cross, who lived in Naples at that time, calmed her and recommended special care of the child, as it was destined to attain to great holiness. 

Saint Mary Frances was scarcely 4 years old when she began to spend hours in prayer, and sometimes arose at night for this purpose. Such was her desire to know the truths of the Catholic Faith, that an angel appeared to her and instructed her regularly. 

Saint Mary Frances had not yet attained her 7th year when she desired to receive holy Communion. Her pastor marveled at her knowledge of the Faith, as well as her ardent desire for the Bread of Angels, and felt that he could not deny her the privilege. In fact, it was not long before he permitted her to receive daily. 

Meanwhile, although physically of a very delicate constitution, the little saint was making herself useful to her parents by assisting them in their work. Her father, a weaver of gold lace, was anxious to have his children help as early as possible. He found that Saint Mary Frances was not only the most willing but also the most skilled in the work. 

Mary Frances was 16 years old when a rich young man asked her father for her hand. Rejoicing at the favorable prospect, her father at once gave his consent. 

But when he told Mary Frances about it, he was amazed to hear her, who had never contradicted him, declare her firm intention of espousing only her heavenly Bridegroom, and asking his permission to become a Tertiary. He became so enraged that he seized a rope and whipped the delicate girl unmercifully, until her mother intervened. He then locked her in a room, where she received only bread and water, and no one was permitted to speak to her. 

Saint Mary Frances considered herself fortunate to be able to offer her divine bridegroom this early proof of her fidelity; she regarded the trial as a pre-nuptial celebration. The earnest representations of a priest made her father, who after all was a believing Christian, realize that he had done wrong; and he consented that his daughter take the Tertiary habit and serve God as a consecrated virgin at home, as was customary in those days.

Filled with holy joy, Saint Mary Frances now received the habit and with it the surname "of the Five Wounds." This name was prophetic of her subsequent life. 

At home Saint Mary Frances had much to endure. Her father never got over it that he lost a wealthy son-in-law. When God favored her with unusual graces -- she was sometimes granted ecstasies at prayer and suffered our Lord's agony with Him -- her own brothers and sisters insulted her as an imposter. Even her confessor felt obliged to deal harshly with her. For a long time she could find consolation nowhere but in the wounds of Christ. 

At last her confessor perceived that it was God who was doing these things in Mary Frances. Since her mother had died meanwhile, he saw to it that she found a home with a fellow Tertiary. There one day, as she herself lay ill, she learned that her father was near death; and she asked almighty God to let her suffer her father's death agony and his purgatory. Both requests were granted her. 

Although she suffered continuously, our Lord also gave Mary Frances great graces and consolations. She received the marks of the wounds of Christ and was granted the gift of prophesy and of miracles. When Pius VI was crowned pope in 1775, she beheld him in a vision wearing a crown of thorns. Pope Pius closed his life 24 years later as a prisoner of the French Revolution at Valence. 

Mary Frances also prophesied the tragic events of the French Revolution; and God heard her prayer, asking that she be taken from this world before they would happen. She died on October 6, 1791, kissing the feet of her crucifix. God glorified her by many miracles. 

Saint Mary Frances was beatified by Pope Gregory XVI, and canonized by Pope Pius IX in 1867. 

From: The Franciscan Book Of Saints, ed. by Marion Habig, OFM 

*Inspirational Thought*
The Value of each gift God gives us is doubled when we share it with someone else.

 Lord, may I freely give without expectation of something in return even though I know Your constant generosity.

Invocation to the Cross
Oh Almighty God who has suffered death on the Cross for all my sins…   Be with me.

Holy Cross of Jesus Christ… Have pity on me.

Holy Cross of Jesus Christ… Be my Hope.

Holy Cross of Jesus Christ… Ward off from me all cunning weapons.

Holy Cross of Jesus Christ… Pour unto me all good.

Holy Cross of Jesus Christ… Turn away from me all evil. 

Holy Cross of Jesus Christ… Make me reach the road of Salvation.

Holy Cross of Jesus Christ… Ward off from me all murderous attempts.

Holy Cross of Jesus Christ… Preserve me from all corporal and temporal accidents.

May I adore the Holy Cross of Jesus Christ forever.

Jesus of Nazereth crucified… Have mercy on me.
Grant that the evil and harmful spirit fly away forever.   Amen.

In honor of the precious blood of Jesus Christ.

In honor of the incarnation by which He can lead us to Eternal Life…

Have Mercy on us.

*Note:* *While these invocations are apparently addressed to the Holy Cross, in fact, we are praying to Jesus Christ Hanging on the cross. Just as on Good Friday we have the ceremony which er call the Veneration, or Adoration of the Cross, but, in fact, we are venerating or adoring the: One hanging on the cross. The Cross itself is simply a piece of wood, used as an instrument of our salvation. When we come to kiss the cross, it is the Body of Christ that we kiss, and not the wood of the cross itself.*

Peace and God’s Grace
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